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Icctual tourney, but the Blade Olii luurdly believe 
that the editor of the Prineetim Trtbnae u a Ken- 
tuckian. He has yet to learn that afioM is not ar- 

F;ument and he should be tan(;ht to leave the throw- 
ing of stink pots to Cliinamen. 

Common sense procliiiiiis thiit government cannot 
. iirieh us. It is our dependent. It cannot be our 
patron. Without us government would periah. If 
it advances the private fortune of bnt one person 
it must be at the expense of all. 

• • • • • 

In spite of Roosevelt's reform spellinf? system 
the average Englishman will continue to insist that 
t is just ns " 'ot" if spelU'd with one "ell" as if 
t were spelled with two " ells." 
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bbj^l^uno i>i»iiereu l5j''lJfirfliiiicliirri'." 
lurta invariably hold a subscriber respon- 
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There has never been a time, an hour or a minute 
lien the i)atrini«ny of the preacher, great or small, 
lefiil or otherwise, did not come from the thin 
purse of poverty and the chubby hand of child- 
hood. Shame an a crew that dependa for ita sup- 
port on aneh a aooNe. 

• • • • • 
Ecumenical cooneila will never be able to effee- 
tively settle the divorce question by refusinir to 
marry divorces. If persons desiroii.s of marriatre 
enn't pet what they want that way they wi" 
olher avenues. The cler-ry havt: 



ed by the facta of modem science which it ia tuna- 
ble to grasp or comprehend. 

"With all respects for the honest opinion of oth- 
ers, our critique is in serious error, and the propo- 
sition submitted is an indication that he, or she, 
is still groping in the dark, fearful of that light 
which is so hurtful to weak eyes. 

THE NEGSO QUESTION UP AGAIN. 

Once again the nation is shocked by the horrors 
of pillage and murder because of the racial differ- 
ence between the whites and the blacks in the 
south, and the terrible situation now prevailing at 
Atlanta is furnishing al)unilant food for ethmolo- 
j,nsis as well as nialeri.il for editorial haraii^riies 
on lioth sides. 

With the termination of the civil war it was 
fondly hoped that the race queation waa settled, 
but it is'nt. Every now and then it eropa out from 
imexpected places. The north cannot settle it by 
sentiment. The south cannot settle it by violence. 
Both sentiment ami violence lend to disaster 
through the motive be different. The mawkish 
sentimentality of the north only spurs on the de- 
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OOD AND THE BIBLE. 

Instead of judging the Bible b.y (iod, you under- 
ake to judge God by the Bible, and herein is the 
•a use of your infidelity. Did you understand God 
'orrectly, you would not refuse to believe in him 
ind serve him," 

The foregoing statement ia taken from a critical 
communication sent to the Blade, with the requst 
that J.he name of the writer be withheld and the 
communication not published, although a reply is 
solicited. We have no means to determine whether 
the reply was to be a secret also, or whether an 
open reply in the columns of the Bliule was de- 
sired, but, while carefully concealing the author 
thereof, and consigning the communication to the 



to the^ade are not discontinued at^ flames, the Blade indulgea in a brief eriticiam of 




Begin boosting. 

• • • • 

Revolutions never move backwards. 

Pilla are calculated to move quicker than prayer. 
• • • • • 

Self-confidence is the first step toward personal 



Better send in that new suhseriber now instead 
of waiting till next week. 

It is a safe a.ssertion that no man was ever capa- 
ble of honestly earning one million dollars. 

• • • • • 

As a paying proposition the religion of Christ 
isn't worth an old song with a mocking bird thrown 
in to sing it. 

• • • • • 

Put every American citisen upon an industrial 
parity and they will speedily work out their own 
nlration, miniu the 



Taridea MraggMiiai' 

Evidently our kindly critique would have us 
judge the Bible by God, but how we can be cajia 
ble of so-doing when we know not God is beyoml 
our com|>reliensiou. On the other hand the Bible 
is tlie only authority we have concerning God, and 
as that book undci-takes to describe him, to portray 
his actions and conduct while in charge of Ida chos- 
en people,, we are compelled to judge of hia ehar- 
aeteriatica in the light oi that authority and no 
other. This being true, then we can only say that 
as Ood is unehangcHble, "the same yesterday, to- 
da\ and fi if ver. " then his eharaeteristics when he 
iiiterestnl himsi'lf in the alVairs of this world must 
be his elwiraeteristics in any other world. Granting 
this, then we go further and aay, that we want no 
such God in ours and we are willing to turn him 
over to the aborigines for dissection. 

God is but a human invention and a miserably 
poor one at that. The Bible is but a human pro- 
duction, both crude and barbarous, the outcome 
of a superstitious and i-rnorant age. Had the Blade 
been consulted when god was turned out of the 
factory it would have asked for the blessed privil- 
eges of putting on a few finishing touches. Had 
the Blade been preaent when the Bible waa writtten 
and compiled there ia much that would never have 
been printed. Did the Blade feel in need of a god 
it could make a better deity than that worshipped 
by orthodox Christians. Did the Blade desire a 
Bible it would turn to the great book of nature and 
reaj.1 therein the true value of life and living. It 
is a physieal impossibility to judge the Bible by 
God. It is far easier to judge God by the Bible and 
the picture given is one that repels instead of at- 
trating, diaguata inatead of elevating. Man, in his 
ignorance haa called in vain to hearken to the voice 
of god, but never an answer haa come from behind 
the veil. lie has listened with all the intensity 
of his inquiring nature, Init no s.nuid falls upon his 
ear. With nutsretehed hands be has implored the 
silence but it remained silence still. Eager to 
learn and to know he turned to what men had writ- 
ten concerning god, but he found his a monster 
who played with humanity to satisfy a grim, sar- 
humor. God haa ever been a thick, black 



fates them. The result is a misunderstanding all 
round. 

It has been freely- predicted that the whole qucs- 
lion will resolve itaelf into a race war in which the 
whites of both north and south will combine against 
the blaeks. There is no need of this and useful 
lives nui\ be spared, a loss of blood prevented by a 
careful and judicial disposition of the issues. 
These issues are serioua and they will force atten- 
tion sooner or later. The p<diUeal freedom con- 
ferred upon the negro by a atroke of the pen has 
don« him no good. His education has made him 
sullen and indifferent. Take a negro with white 
blocd in his veins, a human monstrosity, generally 
and he believes himself superior to the rest of his 
race, llis one desire is ^for social equality with 
the white man and being denied that he refuses U 
condort with his kind. The result is that he keep^ 
aloof from both and becomea, nine times out of ten, 
a modem pariah. It todk the Caueaaian race a 
thousand years of painful labor and toil to acquire 
that condition when it was capable of lelf-govern- 
meat, but the negro was granted in a oi|^t, trans- 
■■ ' - ' '■ ' iiWt^ t M, " 



1 cation pro- 



•quai and^- 

iitieal sovereign. 

The Blade is not capable of suggesting a remedy, 
save one, namely deportation. This may seem im- 
possible, as many now contend, claiming that even 
in the South the negro is an industrial necessity on 
account of the climate and character of labor. This 
ia a mistake and a fatal one. There is no climate 
where the negro can live and work but what the 
white man can live and work equally as well, and 
better. True, this question does not appeal to the 
people of the north as it does to the people of thi 



SHALL WE PUBLISH WRITINGS 

OF CHARLES 0. MOORE IN BOOK FORM? 

Observiii : readers of the I'.lade will, doubtless, 
have noticed that from time to time suggestions 
have been made by the personal admirera of our 
late editor, Chariea C. Moore, that a good and ae- 

ceptable way of perpetuating hia memory, in addi- 
tion to what haa been done, would be to Oidlabor- 
ate and publish in book form, the beat of Us writ* 
ings extending over a period when his mind first 
turned to Freethought up to the day of his d 
We now have this matter v ' 
tiov^ and we desire an ezpresBion of opinion from 
our readers thereon. 

In the firat place, the Blade is of the opinion th«t 
such a course is due to the memory of Mr. Moors^ 
but, aa our readers well know we have not the 
linaneial means at our disposal to secure at leaat 
1 nough atlvance subscriptions to guarantee the cost 
of publication. The preAjpt management of the 
Blade is willing to underTake its publicat 
vided siieii a gunrar 

The idia we have In view is to prepare a hand- 
somely bound volume of about 150 or 200 pages, 
with good leather covers and the name of each sub- 
scriber embossed on hia or her book in gold letters^ 
tiiereby giving an individuality to the volume it- 
self, as being the emanations of the intellect of Mr. 
Moore anil a personal association by linking the 
name of the subscriber with that of his. Such a 
book ought to be" published in very nice form at a 
1 Dst of about one dollar per copy while the publi- 
cation of a collection of writings from .Mr. .Moore's 
brain and pen will be a fitting tribute to him and an 
acquisition to any library, be it that of a Freethink- 
er or otherwise. 

So fur no special effort has been made by Free- 
thinkers to keep the memory of Mr. Moore green 
within our heart.s, other than the memorial pamph- 
let whieli l oiitains the addresses made at his grave. 
These, however, are the products of other brains, 
not the prodttota of his brain. What we suggest 
is a volume composed entirely of his personal pro- 
ductions and which, being carefidly selected, will 
'•onstitute the best of liis writings at a time when 
he enjoyed a strong mentality, a vigorous and 
sturdy manhood, and had few peers in Kentucky 
in the realm of intellect. Enough of Lis writings 
have been preserved to complete such a volume and 
^ 
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"'To seek aalvation through prayer is less , 

than trying to peep through the knot holeln papa^ l|mid seroaa the horison of human thought, 
wooden leg. ' ^ 



e unable to fully agre, 
idily decide \<'hieh is 
lething. Experience i 



I wise teacher. 



Some of our ultra-pious brethren fondly imagine 
that they have soared so near the sum that they 
fancy they have caused a melting of the wax on 
their wings. 



indntion of the world, false- 
I'fensive weapon of the fool, 
c and he answers with lies. 
1 ahd he retorts wth calumy. 



From the ' 
hood has bee 
Assail him \\ 
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Impale him on the rapier of truth and he deluges 
ftyon with a brutal defamation. The wdl-bred gen- 
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Bible haa been a hindrance, rather than a help, to 
human progression. The race is better off with 
neither. 

Although refusing to lielieve in the existence of 
deity for lack of evidence, we do not hesitate to 
absolutely deny the existence of the god of the Bi- 
ble. Such a being is an impossiliility. A withering 
blight has fallen up(ui every peojile who have 
formed and entertained a belief in him. He sets 
father against son, mother against daughter, broth- 
er against brother. Such influences are baneful. 
As for the Bible, well, it will not he long ere it is 
relegated to the shelf with all the magic books of 
the past, to he pondered over by some solitary anti- 
quarian, occasionally, but never again to cast the 
Upaa shade over the race. Juat aa God waa the 
ei7 of the savage to everything ha eoold not un- 



ready to break a lance in an intel- edrstand, so if the cry of ignorance when omifNmt- 



one night by bestial blacks it is enough to incense 
the people of any community. For years the wo- 
men of the aouth have never been safe beyond the 
reach of their husband 'a rifle. Childhood haa been 
debauched when left unprotected. These condi- 
tions are intolerable, and whther it be in Atlanta, 
Ga., or in Springfield, Ohio, the result is the same. 
As no question is settleti until it is settled right 
the hope of the iiatit.u is that some genie may arise 
and point out a satisfactDi-y solution without this 
resort to bloodshed. 

Industrial conditions in the south, even in Ken- 
tucky, are not improved by the presence of the !ie- 
gro. In spite of the demand for labor it is impos- 
sible to secure it at good wages. To such an extent 
is this felt that Kentucky is soon to entertain an 
immigration convention the object of which is to 
maintain an agent in Europe for the purpose of 
directing a desirable class of immigrants to this 
state to take the place of the negro. It may be that 
the solution will be found here, but the probability 
is that when the negro finds that he is of less im- 
portance in the industrial cronoiny of Kentucky, 
that his place in the field, factory and mine has 
been taken and is occupied by another race, being 
then crowded out, the race may asaume even a 
worse aspect and' then, if the trouble has to coipe, 
it will be imminent. 

Of course, the Blade admits and realizes that 
the negro did not come to our shores of his own 
consent. He was brought here a slave, lint he is 
not necessarily a fixture. It is useless to try to 
harmonize the races and the American nation, to- 
day, would have been far better otl' if llam had 
slip[ied off the gang-plank as he was trying to get ^ 
into the ark. No matter from what point we view 
the situation, these spasmodic uprisings, with their 
consequent killings, portend a greater catashrophe 
in the future unless something happens to check it. 
• • • • • 

Legal honesty is of that brand usually proclaim- 
ed as being the best policy. Dives may be legally 
honest, even a church member in good standing, 
but his loyalty to legal forms will avail him but 
little when he finds his daiment on fire and no wa- 
fer in sight. Only fools will risk the penitentiary 
to till their pui-se. America has oo.lles of men in 
every community who arc honest within the law, 
but morally rotten. These are the effects of a 
I prui^ent religion that ought to have been put on 
the ahelf of antiquity long yean i^o. 



it ought to fie done. If we could secure an advance 
subscription of one thousand copies, at the prices 
suggested, its success would be assured and a rea- 
sonable compensation allowed for the work of com- 
pilation, printing and binding. Now let us hear 
from our readers what view they take of the prop- 
osition. 

Regarding the subscriptions we do not ask the 
money now. All that we desire is that you send 
in your name as a subscriber to the book when 
completed at one dollar each. Every name will be 
registered in a book and these will be notified when 
the book i» ready. The money can then be sent sad 
the book promptly forwarded. Aa aoon as five hua* 
dred are ready to subscribe we will publish the 
book and depend upon the balance for later sub- 
scriptions. We are ready to begin whenever our 
readers say so by sending in their names. 

Of course, with many of our readers, Mr. Moore's 
memory will never fade so long as the Blade con- 
tinues for it was his personal publication, founded 
by him, edited by him, and published at a loss for 
years. So long as the Blades lives the name of 
Charles C. Moore can never die out from the minds 
and hearts of Freethinkers. Still, there are gener- 
ations yet to come who cannot know .Mr. .Moore as 
we knew him. To them he could be nothing more 
than an ideality in human form with only the 
Blade to keep hia name up.. The preaent genera- 
tion will paaa away in time and the intellectual per- 
sonality of Mr. Moore wUl diminiah with them. 
True, his Dog Fennel in the Orient and hia Behind 
the liara, will be extant for many years to come 
but these are mere generalized, specialized eflPorts, 
and do not' contain the wealth of argument that 
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"other writings" we suggest ouglit to be preserved 
and we know of no better method than that of put- 
ting them into book form whereby they can be pre- 
erved and disseminated. 

Readers, what shall we do about itT Give ns 

your notions on the subject. Would you like a 
copy, if publishe.U 

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST WAS THIS WISE I 

There are two important factors in connection 
with the alleged birth of Jesus, affecting his Mes- 
siahship, his supposed mission, which the partic- 
panta in the discussion that h.ts been given in the 
columns of the Blade appear to have overlooked. 
It ia made aufiiciently clear that in order to estab- 
lish hia claim to be the Meaaiah and the fulfilment 
of prophecy, two things must concur, namely, that 
he must be of the house and lineage of David, and 
he must have been born without human interven- 
tion, or, in otii' !• wor^s. hv niiraeulous conception. 

(ilancing at tli;s m-i-iicd record, so-called, of this 
tndy remarkable and stupeiidiious event, the claim 
to both is based upon such a paucity of e.videiice 
that no educated, or thinking person, can possibly 
accept them. If one of the claims is admitted or 
[accepted aa tru^ then it deatroya the claima for 

(Oontbued on Psge I, first eoiumii.) 
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RATIONALISM I 
AMMMRAUn 

Conipariton and Analysis of EtUcal 
QntttiOM From a Chiistian Ml 
Fnctkonsht Point of View. 



above beltof ia "Special Proridenoe," and one of her pnvioaa aitSeks Mrs. Ck 

igiu.re the consequoncs ot our ciuluct ha.l Hoiiiething to tay on tub aubjt 
ami till- effect of our . \,iiiii.li. W >■ tlmik which were both timaly and pointed, and 



boast that we "would i 
selves by crushing the- v 
and at the same time 
ready to crush to agimy. 



l.-lr.i.t. We ill that season the Blade tbougtat and 
iraliilize our- womlered why, a modest woman, who 
at our feet," has done nothing wone than to man) , 
: we not as j should be compelled to kiss a company of 
I men and women and sample evary k 



QuH climbing all the ridges 
Of future pain and lose. 

Trudge on and do yoar duty. 
To yon and eonaelence tiu« 

And never ti^iiUU- troubles 



lusness as the nwat benighted Chris 
, ui.n; Ito we not wake eartji niid heaven [The preaober. or magtatrate. who per- 
(By MJU LAWRfc^CE i .^^^ ^^^^ outcries against the sins of the' forms the oenmony .wuaiiy olaima the] 

Th» Idatkm between K«tional.»m and j ^^^^^ ^^.^erate the first fruit, of the 

MonUty hM Jong been an •b«>'»''°8 ; {^j;;/ ^^^^ f„„ „f |,„„| ,„ ,,|,„„in^, „ wIbs on the rubv lip. 

question to my mind. By majority, I| Are we more just nuuv tmili oi ili,- hii.le. nn.l wlint he niny ohnM- 

^ — J — ia calculated to in- 



of nrouia arisins from diseased stoniaeh». 

iCO UP THOU 

BALDHEAD 



woini n f.'uiiihlers, on the bear stde of the 
market. (!«led the wood, liecause its my- 
steries were hidden as persons might 
be in • forest), and tare forty and 
two children of them, (wrecked the for- 
tunes of forty two investors). And he 
itoiii ilii'nre to Mount Carmel. 
I the pi iee of stocks was again raised 
>n higher than Gilgal), and he returned 
Samaria (another point). Thus tu- 
ishea the story that wu th« terrar ,«( 
our cMldHbod. 
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In ethics, as in nil 
relative. There is i 
•ad conduct may be cither good, or bad, 
u it it Tiewed from different points, or 
b individuals. 
i of the 

Philosophy of Ethics, howerer; but con- 
sidering the subject as governed by the 

plainest rules of rifiht living— by the 
common and neei |ded estimate of moral- 
ity, as founded upon justice and fidelity 
to self and others, we still hme the que*- 



sympathetic more charitable, and iiic 
r ' liberal thaa the average of the Chr 
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better puentt, better husbands and 
wivaa, or htttw MuO*. thw doe. a be 
lid in the Chrirtiaa MUgioBT 

That a belief in the mas. of Bible stor- 
ies and the various tenets on which the 
mnnv Christian serfs are toiin.l.'d eaii- 
not l>e con.lucive to the n„^J.ert,Ht 
morality is beyond question Uymy liber 
•1 thinker. Faith in the Vicarious Atone- 
ment never made man tell the truth. 
A belief in Virgin Motherhood is no or 
gument for soeial purity. The Manufnc- 
tOM of wine at CMut of Galilee is poor 
Mtorial OB which to lound a Prohibition 
onmpaign. But, at the present day. 
"Ministers of the Gospel." are i)rone to 
ignore religions dogma and fable, and 
to lay stress upon personal goodness; 
and it is a fact that many are inlUieneed 
for their own good and the good of soeie. 



liberal thaa the average of the Chris- 
tian, anniad nst If we are not, if we 
practice the Mme riiams, if we resort to 
the same deceptions, if we harbour the 

same jeaUnisness. if we foster the 
unjust greed, if we delude, crowd and 
cru-li our fellownicn, of what prolit 
all our boasted jdiilosophies? I 
•(), but!" says one, "we have the truth 
about gods, heavens, hells and immoral- 
ity. We know there never was a mira- 
culous revelntkm. We know that the 
universe and all ite phenomena are gov- 
'd by law — is an unbroken sequence 



truth in the theory of the luedieists that 
diseaM baccili lurgs upon the lips of 
beauty, it would be well could such 
brides turn a herd of them loose at such 
a Mawm nad kill a doeen or more of 
thoee who dare to inault her by such 
methods. 

pro,H-rl; 



(By GEORGE VALE). 

In beginning this story, I must remind 
my readers that the Old Testament is 

luiiigling of allegory (a true story to' 



I that contempt bred of familiarity and 
-hich must end in driving husband, 
abroad for "a breath of fresh iar," and 
indeed the same longing drive, the wives 
en of careless speech and aet, to ad- 
niit the acpiaintnnee or "frind" to their 
-s, where In-cause of their falM^oin- 
cation there is tianger to both. 



WHY IMITATE 
ORTHODOX 
CHRISTIANS? 



THE HISTORY 

OF REUGION 



Meaning of the Word. Conaeerate" anA 
It! i^fUwtioB to tht Caatnl Hgnn 
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s for 
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V well, 
s all thi. 
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oeives some trivial injury. .Xbdher ru-h^ 
to it at the first cry nn.l locating ll 
point of injury covers it with her ki-si 
and the infant stops its tears, stru] 
gles to get free and goes through fl 
same procea. again and again. As 1> 
tween me& and women a kis.i shoul 1 1 
a sacred thing. As between man .1 



'always written tliat only the initiated 
j should underatand their teal meaning. 
And mingled with thoM ia the hhtory 
I u hich called them forth. In order to un- 

iliMstand these two parables, we must 
I ivnieniber that tlie names of cities mean 



only diflei 
rket". Uegi 



f the . 



.gh to ha' 



>ught him li; 



teaching ia purely ethical ami not reli 
gfoua, it i. done in the name of religion 
and at the expense of religious institu 

To my mind, it seems perfectly reas- 
onable that Kntionalism. NaturaliMU 
should haxe a greater inniun.v for goiul 
than any system id superiiaturalism. I ] 
1 that Mature, the sum total 
i, hM, in ita entirety, any 
, r^)Md |or hwaui happiness than 
the Christian "God," but 1 do mean that 
when we have read supernatural inter- 
ference with human happiness out of 
human ailairs, we are better able to 
understand the effect of individual and 
social conduct. We are fli. ii in posit ii>n 
and condition to realise iliat i \ei> act 

" '* """" b-ito-ye-t 



h.ive it? Of what use is it to kn< 
I h it I her is no heaven after death, if we it should be aboli-li. ^l it i~ -upivii eiy 
|,i,.oeed to take all the heaven out of ! disgusting. I'ropcrl.v lak. u on the 
this life? Of what UMi.it to know that I stallment plan, and when selected »ifh 
there is no hell beyond tho grave if we care, a kiss is calculated to restore a 
persist in adding our mito toward mak- misplaced appetite and make the blood 
L a heU this side of itT to sing. Were it true that falM E^ypt 

In my opinion, the time has come when kissed the cold lips ot her dead Anthnn; 
the anti-Christian forces must stai 
something more than mere opposition to I" lite ami 
theological error. A majority of the W hat's in 
people have imbibed the idea that reli- , genuine ]m 
gion is piOgroMtve in its nature and has tion. and si 
a perfect right to abwrb the facts of | prompte.l b 
seinece and adjust Itself to modem! hear' " 
kii "1. ige. That the assumption is fun- ^ is 
,l;nie iiially false has little weight with kit 
the average thinker, because the average ' ' 
thinker, does not go into fundamentals, 
lie believes in "the religion oi to.lay," 
and unless we who huve the truth about 
god aqd ao many other truths at our 



,t of the 



1 Kli 



vind. (a figure used here to indicate the 
Hidden destruction of the fortunes of 
if some, in the sudden acquiring of 

vealth by others. Cilgal .here means high 
irices in the stock market; and you wijl 
,bs,.rve that Klijah and Klisba went 



best impulses of the 
It may not raise the dead, but it 
n exeellHit tonie. The feeling of a 
« is beat deeoribod by Byron as he pic- 
es Mar. lynig with hi. head in the 
lap of Venus ! 

'Feeding on thy .weet cheek, while thy 



him that tte 
moral fhihMopby eouieoted with out 

truths 1. on a higher plane than that 

eonneeted witn his religion, he is going 
,,, MM< to lii, ivligion. And to convince 
him "f its worth, that jihilosophy must 
lie put into practice. 



With Uva-kisM. melting while ihey 



WHAtS IN A KISS 



RealUing these facts, and that it is but 

the effect of conduct that makes it good 
or bad. it does seem that Rationalists 
have larger opportunity and greater in- 
centive to apply reason to their manner 
of living and dealing with their fellow 
BfM^ thaa do their Christian brothers, 
aad that it behooves them to lay greater 
■trOM on moral character and less on 
theological belief. To those who care for 
nothing but to rid the world of all shades 
of religious superstition, this may not 
Kcm important; but to those who are 
wite enough to see that before we can 
hope to succeed in that attempt we must 
give the people an ideal to take the 
phM* of the ideal, to which they so fond- 
ly fliiBg, the Mbjeet oertainly appeals for 



The Cihriatlan My., "You must not 
.teal, or lie, or you cannot go to Heav- 
en," but the Rationalist can say, "You 
must not rob your neighbor, or lie to him 
because that would lie conceding his 
right to rob and deceive you." Now, un- 
doubtedly, the fear of present loss and 
doceptkm will have much greater weight 
with the av«ra|e,auui than any considt 
atioa for a hoavea whidi ia very unreal 
to even those who believe tiiey beli 
in its existence. Thus the impetus given 
to moral in.frunl.Mi from a Rationalirtic 
stan(l[>niiif is muili greater than when 
backed by nothing more than theologioal 
plantitudes. 

In making the aliove compariMn, I 
have implied the principle that we 
cede to our neighbor the right to treat 

aa we treat him. No •yataa 
ak win boar tho U^t of oritioiam. or 
the test, of experience, which doe. not 
have this idea embodied in it 
mental principles: and no man. when he 
stops to think, can rigid fully call him- 
self a Rationalist, who does not apply 
the rule to every line of conduct. 

"When he .tope to think I" "Aye 
there', the rub." Now many of u. ever 
rtop to think about real praotkml moral- 
ity—morality a. it would be, if gover—d 
by that Seaaon of whieh we are ao want 
to boaatr I. it not too true that moot 
of na elide along in the conventional mor- 
ill groove, which are .uppowd, though 
wrongly, to be of Chrietian origin? bit 
not too true that we qiend time and. en- 
oify la aa eOort to oomet the theologi- 
•al mnon of other, iaatead of looking 
nifllclently into the moral errors of our 
own lives? Will not a majority of us 
make greater effort to convince a Chris- 
tian that the dogma of "Original sin" 
is propostetrous than we would make to 
lift a burden from the shoulders of a 
brother Rationalist, or help him along 
on the way to health and happiness T We 
boast oar snperkn- faitelligenoe in riaiag 



When Kings Meet the Osculatory Con- 
ike a Cow Pullin y Hei 



HOW CONGRESS GOT 
THE AUTHORITY 

I To Donate Large Tracts of Land ii 
I Weat to Corporations A Good 



point. "And the s(ms of the prophets 
(~tock li(d(h rsi that were at Kethel came 
forth to Klisha. and said unto him: 
Knowesl thou that the Ixird (the baron), 
will tak(' awa> thy master from thy 
head today? And he said, yen. 1 know 
it. hold ye .viair peace." In reality, the 
stock holders who were in the secret, 
were tetting one another that the baron 
was about to assist Elijah in sweeping 
the market, and cautioning one another 
to keep the matter quiet, aa they of 
courM would .hare the propheta. There 
were fifty men in the Mcret. and when 
Elijah and Eli«ha had searched that 
point where they must choose between 
loosing the great fortunes awaiting them, 
or repent of their cruelty in swee|.ing 
awav the fortunes of others, whieh i.oiiit 



Freethinker, do not 
ly When 

Woman. 

illy SI SAN J. I'Kt K) 
In their attacks on Christians an 
their complaints of "Bible marriage, 
Freethinkers even their women, freely 
quote such passages a. shall lead their 
hearer, or 'reader, to suppose " 
Bible oonUin. nothfaig elw,' aad anrely 
nothing better; and invariably 
those which all in support of the righto 
of woman. That the state and thi 
i hiii.h lam- taken advantage of such de 

and men 1 do not deny, but that the j 
Itible when quoted in full given nothing 
lictter I do deny moat emphatically. Fol 
lowing is a quotation from Peter 111. 
whicli is at present going the rounds of 
the liberal pres., havfaig for it. object 
the instruction of women aa to their 
helplessness liecause of the contents of 
the liilile, and which quotation they give 
onlv in |>art, but which I shall finish. 
"Likewise ye wives be in subjection to 
your own husbands," "But let it lie (he 
hidden man of the heart hi that which is 
not cormpUble. even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of Cod of great price." I John iv. 8. 
■Cu.l is l..ve." I IVter 111. 7. "Likewise 
\e hii^K.iii.N <l\vell with them according 
,nor unto the 



ledge, g 
nlo the 



ealiyi 



Is) , 



■ of 



"For the husband is the hea 



Hoof out of Mud Puddle. 



may augur well, but there is not a well 
informed person in the great round world 
who will believe that the kiss was will- ^ 
ingly given, actually enjoyed by the par- 
thdpants, or to be taken as an augury of 
brotherly love, uve and except for the 
fact that both are engaged in the same 
game of bunko. Still the "lords of war" 
and " l-iinly feeders" appemfag.'s of an 



ever possessed any, ought to have been tied. The 



(By JUDGE PARISH bT- LADD) 
I am just in receipt of a letter from 
A. B. Barrett of Beebe, Ark., in which 

he asks m.. ah.'ie Congress got the au- 
thority to lioiiate hirge Iwidies of land to 

lows. At the time of tlie formation 
of our government, the atate of Virginia 



call it gall). He was told that he had 
askeil a hard filing, but was told also 



great north western territory, western 



Kph 

of the wife even (in like manner) as 
Christ is the head of the ebundi. and he 

is tlie Savior of the body," white makes 
the hii-haiid's olliee that of Savior of the 
u if,. \ l.oih , Her body is to Ik saved by 
repentance), they went over on .l.y bin. „ oru' on erwork, ' from cold, hunger 
ground (Shed no tears of repentance). :ind disease, from assault, froff the en- 
ICIisha noting the hardness of heart of forced maternity or it. equal trime of 
EUjah, re<iae.ted that be give him a abortion so prevalent in our da>, from 

- " " I others, but f 

, 18: "There i. no fear 

i feet love casteth out 
with such a husband 

Horn. xiii. Ml. I.ove worketh no ill to his 
lieighlKir, therefore love is the fulfilling 
of the .lAw." 

Such a huaband in fiiiniling the law of 
love, -is being prompted by "the hidden 
man of the heart, in that which is not 
corrupt able." And we read ta Eph v. 28, 
■20. "He that loveth is wife loveth him- 
sidf. For no man ever vet hated his own 



(By SUSAN J. PKCK). 
A part of Webster's delinifioii of the 
word Consecrate is, "To enroll among the 
gods, as a iioman emperor." Any man 
then as 1 have written, who waa both 
t lie recipient whether merited or muMT- 
ited of the title Jesua. and who was also 
the son of an emperor or king, was called 
the Son of God; while a man who rose 
from the masses receiving such titles, 
waa called the Son of man, and if he 
merited, because of his honesty, the title 
Jeau., his cause, U ing that of the com- 
mon people, was mentioned as the cause 
of the Son of Man. Mark. xiv. 02 ! 
and ye shall see the Son of Man (repre- 
.s. iitative of the people) aittfaig on the 
right hand of power." The right hand 
meant the state, and the left hand the 

house of comiiioiis in Kngland, illustrates 
ihc dilleieuce lielween the Son of God 
and the Son of .Man. As there were many 
false Jesuses and false Chri.U. it oftem 
hapiiened tlmt those who roM front 
among the people only pretended to eo- 
pouse their eauM, while other, were trao. 

1 shall Mon bgin to wparate the taaeh- 
ings and acts of the different Sona of 
Cod and Sons of .Men as I find them in 
the .New TestanK'nt, Hut first we must. 



a I ilifferent times and under certain 
directors, who, for their < 
required it. employed not o: 
iiiterpobation, addition a 
transpositkin (often ; 
use of the paragraph), which ga^e u. a 
book in which the record, of tW^ oct. of 
its many characters are so m/ng'ed, or 
ubsorlied one by another, anf ^" " 



tllei 



only a figure for the fea 
tire of selfish ambition, which enabled nee 
Elijah to secure the great wealth here 
caUed heaven. After Elijah's success, 
EUriia begaa to lead inveator. (The fifty 
mentkmed. who bocauM of their hold- 
ings were called "strong men") and 
who were to view (to see him). And 



whic 



the 



xister 



carefully in their OMUlatory demonstra- 
tioaa. Suppoae Edward had but recently 
diaed off Mme of that English canned 
meat which expert. My oontain innumer- 
able diseaw germ., there might have 
been a danger o. fatality arising from 
contact. On the other hand, suppose 
William had but just got away with a 
hunk of Limberger cheese, the aroma 
that would be procolating through liis 
molars must have been something fear- 
ful to contemplate. 

It i. an 
from mediaeval timea that 
should greet monarch with a kiM. It 
was a sign to tho people of both coun- 
tries that peaee between them was as- 
sured, but hiatory reveals the fact that 
many of thcM kisses were given in much 
the Mme manner as Judas is Mid to 
have kissed Christ in the garden of 
OothMmene, a kiss of betrayal, of 
make-believe, a kiM of impoeture, cun- 
ning and deceit. VolUire Mid that he 
oonld not comprehend how it 



rderal Uov- 
as to the 



public lands of Florida, where wc ac- 
quired title to that country from Spain. 
Following thia our general government 
acquired title to all the puUb) lands ced- 
ed by Mexico at the close of our war 
with that Hepublic. By these ; .irious 
piiivbases and e.-s,ions the Trd. ml (iov 
einment acquired an absohif.- title to 
all the unclaimed lands from ocean to 
ooean. except u to Arintnu, which 
fell to our government by right, of dia- 
oovery. Being the owner of this proper- 
jty the government, like an indi%-idual 
owner, could diapoM of it by gift or 
Mle, a. it thought beat and give a per 
feet titl* ttheieto. Thia ia an inherent 
power belonging to all Myereiga atate.. 
Beeide. the conatitutioa eoafon on the 
General Government power to maoage its 



before him. (Helped to bring down the 
price of stocks), and they would have 
Klishu seek his master (the baron), for 
they said, "best pefadventure the Spirit 
(of greed this time) of the Lord (the 
baron), hath taken him up and cut him 
upon some mountain (haht prompted 
him to raise the price of stocks) or into 



flesh; bu 



■OUaS ADVICS 



without There's a cheer 



■ fh and eberisheth it. 

it from abuse). Again 1 quote 1 lolin iv, 
IB, "Ood is love." -Men prate of the moth- 
er love a. if it were .ufBoioni to save 
the world and a. if mothm OBjld per 

form men's duty to mankted ta Iddltion 

to their own. I.el them learn what love 
MuMus as motlu i, know, before they dare 
,:.\. "Tlii ie i- no (,.M." The definition of 
the word honor is in part, "To reverence; 
to manifest the highest veneratiim for; 
in word, and actions; to enterf;iiM i he 
moat exalted thoughts oft" also 'Ke^er 
enoe. veneratiorf, or any aet by whieli 
w a, .v.em- revcrcuce and anhmisston m *xfni»eA." 
ring me :v Now sister, what hotter iUpport do 
in (salt is 1 you need than is to be found in the New 
And they j Testament » 

with him In my opinion husbands will m>ver be 
vent forth "olways suitors." and wives "always 

. .„ J. and caat ewoethearts," until the idea that famil- 

the Mlt in there and Mid. "Thu. Mith iarity makes happineM hM been elim- 
tha Lord, (the baton), I have hMMjlnated from the htunaa niiad aad 
these waters (made the investment pro- 



would give them no tips). Jericho being 
the figure for .tooka at a kiw prioe. the 
fifty MU^iaed that the water waa 

naught (the well, which is a figure for 



the Bible figure for mimey). 
brought it. (Deposited money 
for investmtent). And he i 
onto the spring of the ¥ 



fifablel, fhi 



up f 



shall r 



As 



better to kiss which would 1k> If y 
I preferable did the opportunity Tl 
matter of fact, if all reports 



be true, Edward has lavished innumer- 
able kisses upon the diny femalM who 
• within reach during hia younger 

days and one kiss more or less in his 



Until trouble trouble, you. 



Dont th^k when otoud. gather 

You are certain to be drowned; 
The very darkMt Mmpeat 

May quiekly bkpr around. 
.\n l up above the blackne.. 
stale and unprofitable. It is flat and un- Shines evermore the blue; ' 
iataiMting. It ia itotm than using a So never trouble trouble 

tooth-bnuh- or swapping! i ntil trouble troubto. you. 
chewing gum. The dMr ladie., when I 

making social calls, use the kiss to de- Oft times a gloomy morning 

- recipient I'reeedes a sunny day; 
believe there is a keen delight and pleas- s.i. without word of warning 
uie in the contact, whereas in truth it Our trials slip away, 
is not only provocative of nauMa, but What pings we <;ft have suffered* 
the death of genuine Mntiment. The Krom ills we m ver knew! 
custom of kissing the bride which still So never trouble troubles 



le.l I 



was going up by the way. there came 
forth little children (persons seeking in- 
vestments on the stock market, and 
called little children because of their 
iiinooense or ignorance concerning fu- 
tures). And thoM wouldbe investors 
"mocked him." (mock means to imitate) 
invested in shar,-s as he hid dime, and 



can content thMwelvM with 
the joy of living under the mow roof, 
and no amount of educatton, law or lack 
,,f law. <an bring about their freedoim, 
until all are come to understand that 
the act of generation is a sacred one, 
whieh under no eireumstances, and lic- 
tween no parties whether married or sin- 
gle and under no amount of pressure 
known a. paMion, ahonld bo performed 
for any purpow but that of gWMration. 
for that purpose it was gjvea and for 



Now t 



prevails in many oommonitiM profcMing 
not only civilization but the acme of 
aesthetkiism. ought to he aboUehed by 
law under Mvere paias aad peaaltie.. Ia 



Until trouble troubles you. 



Quit counting all the bridge. 
Ton may never have to otom; 



Psalms >.eii. (! -X l.nitish man know- 
c th n<d. neither doth a fool understand 
called because oT the tufts of hair on l this," but onimals understand it." 
tiw Mm of ita hMd, giving the head the <3«neral a. is adultery aad its fool sis- 
appoaiaBM td het^ >ald on the top. At ten Mdootton and praatltutkm, I have 
that time, there were, instead of bear, often ia contemplathig the situation 
ami bevinest b.-ars and bald heads, for | fciind excuse for many men who seek the 
the bald heads eoiild climb higher than j society of women outaida their own 
file liears. Ami the invest. .rs were hop- | homes . and who I believe do M at first 
ing that Klisha the "liald head", would ; from no base motive, but bOMUM of a 
carry the prices of slocks higher. i real heart hunger wljieh can be satiated 

And he turned back and looked on ' only with what is pure and dean, and 
them, and cursed them in the name of because the pure and clean is not to be 
the Lord," (the baron ordered the prices found in their own home., at leaet only 
of stocks loweiod. whieh wa. done ta for the etraagM-. Sueh vjla language as 
his name, curM hew meanhigk)M). "And Mm* wt»!M VM ta ooBvorMtkm with 
then wme foHJi two .ho hearo, (two their huArado. iteiply heeaaM they 



As an example of tK^e transpositio' 
we have in Luke, they'n*me "CeMr A 
gusta.," instead of A^uguatu. Cesar. 

As the people iyf different times, 
in different \M(Xf7, "^ere followers of 
,icl different Christs, 
isting conditions, 
hSJ^^^o^which^j, 

leaders was greatest, f-**- ^- 

their particular o 
and all the others false; 
do to-day. And a. the f 
striving only for worldly wealth aa^ 
power, their teachings regarding hMven, 
related to the acquiring of that Mme 
wealth and power. While the real 
friemis of the |x'ople. aa such friends 
always did ami always wjll, taught that 
heaven is the combination of bodily 
comfort and health and mental traaqoU- 
ity, resulting from a sense of duty per- 
formed and conscience heeded. 

In evidence of their teaching, m the 
self government of the tadividuala. we 
have 11 Cor. xiii. 6 "Know ye not your 
own selves, how that Jesus Christ (the 
i-onseienee) is in ycai?" In other words, 
know ye iiol how thai you may develop 
witliin yourselves a .lesus Christ / Rom- 
ans xiv. 3, "One man esteemeth one day 
above another anothnr Mteomath wntf 
day alike. Let erry aun be ftally por- 
siiaded in his own mind. "OoL TL !«. "IM^ 
no man therefore Judge you ta meat, or 
ill 'irink, or in respect of a holyday,-or. 
of the new moon, or of the Sabbath 
days." Gal. v. 1. 

Stand fast therefore in the lib- 
erty wherewith Christ hath made us free. 
I .lohn V ti. And it is the Spirit that 
lieareth witness, becauM the Spirit ia 
truth. II Cor. Hi, 17, Now the Lord, the 
ruler within man. i. that Spirit aad 
where the Spirit of the Txird is, there i. 
liberty. 



$ia.85 TO BIRMINGHAM & RETURN 
VIA. QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 

14th and 15th with return limit Ootoher 
Tickets on sale from I,exington Oct-, 
olier I.ith and ISth with letura IfaaH 
October 21st. Privilego of oxtaiwiaa to 

November 2Ih1. 8m Q. * C. tiokal 
agents for particular. 



Tbs OrgMlntioo Into » FolIlM^ 
or AU.ii 

1 Br UktwiM tmUOBt tO. nwiiclMWt. el e» 
cbslasUola upoQtEs State. , 



t, Br nnltte with and 

S, BrsdrMtteetodrigM^MlMtedl.* 

nwntal sffain, tnd Inr all othw pnetkal ud 
> ^ IcctI methodj, nMlntatnlar nsnbaal Ubwtr, 
Ittit ecooomic oondltloBS^ mdrall etiHr ew» 
^apoB irt Jd i a meelar lad 9mmm> 



[THE BLADE'S 
lETTERBOX 



W. a £Wj^-Tlw BMa 4ow not be- 
Ueva th^ Ml]r fllrtlMr good «UI*be ac- 
complished by oontinuing the diicussion. 

Vour purp<j8e has been iiehieved by com- 
(wlliug llie editor ul tlit' rniRvKju lii 



uud political b< 



H. 8. Larohand — Vour letter has been 
forwarded to Dr. Wilaon and we have nu 
do«bt ba will oommimicate with you 
on the nbjaot. 

W. C. Sappington— The maner Will 
looked over and everything nuide 8ii 

Allen Joliiisuii— liliid lu linir ..f y 
splendid success and we expref 
that you will meat with a big 

'^BabMribar and WeU Wisher-We d.. 
not think the Blade oould suooeed as a 
monthly, although even at that we are of 
the opinion that it would be worth the 
one dollar per year. It each subscriber 
would but Hrnil us " Illy one new sub- 
scriber an l ihi-r. l.y .Iciiblc our suDMsrip- 
tion list llie r.laac inmld be made to 
pay well for publishing it. 

Mm J. Walaa— While we regret the 
ebmunatfeiioea that induced your letter, it 
ooald not bo helped. It talcea time to 
write, print, bind and mail out a book. 
Your subsoription was sent in before 
the book was written, which makes it 
seem such a lung time. 

E. M. Pa. kar.l— Such a dpooralicm a:, 
you speak of. w.aila vrv 
^ a more rosy path for tht- Ul; 
\ , J. P. Redman— The questu 
V \ >«iaty. with ntual. for Freethinkem has 
V ^A^aghrta* tat aaay jraara but the 
.ii»,..Jty do not i^paar to take kindly 
to it. 

C. L. Westmoreland— We always re- 
gret to hear of the death oi a Freethink- 
er, btit even tlioy must K" «» they are 





ham dMkth of the kto editor at* thoae aditor- 

should h« August ia I comments, which were doubtless too 

■itcd tho views of ' ciiiist ii' at fiiiu-., but as a whole they far 

While writing, 1 u ill say a few words 
about Freethinkers organizing, in my 
it ia by far the moet important 
feature In the rieethou^t wodd aa 
>asandB of Freathinkera that 
are situated as the writer, surrounded on 
all siiles by jealous fanatical religk>nists 
who are ever ready to sieie upon the 
lirst op|)ortunity to bring about aur 
downfall. 

While I b«Mieve Freethinkers as a class 
are the equals in morality, truthfulness, 
honesty, and sobriety of any clasa of 
people in the world. I cUlm with all thia, 
they an not yet parteet, and in eaea one 
should make a mistake where is the 
jii^lir in iKnincind on him as though 



they 



at the bar of jtistice (socalled) at 1 
Freethinkers do you know that in 
state. North Carolina, in lots of localities 
a Freethinker is n<)t allowed to expresa 
lalfgfcmaly 



of you, 

me, if in ^mphlet ivrm, the diaeuaakm I joumed ao the avll day a< p — i lh li porit 
between th<^t Preacher and Moses Kauf- tanical iegiaiatioa waa pat eff a year, 
man, date of September I6th, I mean j The partial sueeaaa haii howerer giveil 
date of your paper.— SIMON BAUM. them courage hence their early start 

The report above quoted from fur- 
ther relates how the conference selected 
a committee of their ablest preaohen 
to attend the legislature next winter 
and lobby for the passage of a more pur- 
itanical measure even than that which 
they came bo near passing last year. 
Other conferences will nn Moubt. folluM 
suit at once, appoint thci^ im actiers h,'t 
byists, adopt resolutions, etc. Then will 
come other denominations, Epworth 
Leaguea, Chriatian Eadaarora, Y. AL C. 
A'a. ete ad nanaeun, wtfl then' win be 
a swarm of elereial meddlera and lobby- 
ists riding on half fare tickets to Den 
.Moines like a flock of buzzards about 
the carrion in the fields. 

Fellow Liberals how do you like the 
pro-pci t r Not very wi-ll. I suppose. Now 



Mee Ought t« be 
St. Faal. Minn^I am well pleased 
that you hare raised the price of the 
Blade. I think the price s .ould be high. 
Now that you have raised the price, see 
that the paper is paid for in advance. 
Cut off all the (lclin.|ii(«ii(s yhu are carry- 
ing. If it is w.iiih riM.liri^' ii -urely is 
worth pH\iM- i,T. i ll.- v. |,t, Mili.T 16th 

church. I would like you to turn your 
weather eye in tha^ direetkm, and writr 
about it and its teaeUaga. I will add aa 

to organisation, all Freethinkers should 

join the Church of Humanity and then 
We could incorporate and be a power. 

quirenien^s in every res|K'ct. — W. W. 
WILSON. 



"OUld have lieen preferal.lc could some 
ie who knew Dr. \ eal have prepared 
obituary, but you have done well 
4l«r the oinaunstanoes. 
\ B. Grayson— Life is too short and 
^Medons to waste any of it on such 

-T U. G. Wilkerson. If any 

1 can accept the Christian 
1 because of what he haa writtm 
it is because they 



View. 

Enclosed find order 
eceival of suhscrip- 
■shall, Cowan, Ind.. 
ill. Selma, Indiana, 
p due sometime ago, 
neglected, and I 
:o catch the dollar 
to $1.50, I don't 
nuite kno^JWJWwught people are very 
independeMfflW ielf reliant, and al- 
though tha^niSI '■bould command the 
price, they^jjf^p, |n«inly for particular 
reasons f< 
they 

anything w«j^W-ing 
out it. Andie^^ni'ie* it «o- The way is 
iindciulitcdly Miei 'with difficulties. It 
takes so muck |d rUn *uch an establish- 
ment. Many of those who like to reod 
the made, aa I observe, are poor and 
have to deny themselves on s,.iiio hands 



sntly 



sail Francisco disaster as being the work 
of the merciful Jehovah, he was made 
to hush up or be prosecuted for blas- 
phemy (whatever that means), and mind 
you he did not say much ae he ia no 
great talker. Now I feel eonfldent that if 
Fivethinkera were orgaaiaed aueh wouM 
not be th ecase, if we were organiied, 
we woulil be able to attract to our ranks 



stand alone_a« it were and take the 
risk of being jeered and jostled by the 
foltowera of the meek and lowly. Who is 
alleged to hare taught them to love thier 



Death of a Freethinker. can not and must not lie down and let 

Roysta4, Ga.— I regret to inform you' this diabolical work be carried out. We 
that aiMiher good Freethou^t brother I will have no assistance in this Bght ex- 
haa paaaad over the rirtr of death. Dr. cepting from theose directly interested 
.1. D. Veal of Ryston, Ga. He leaves 'such as managers of places of amusc- 
a wife, Dnuphter ami two sons. He was meiil where Sunday entertainments are 
about -M years nUi. a good practicing ;.'i\eri. :,wl base li.lll leagues. These will 



His 



ynipal 



the 



suffering and distressed. He hud lieen a 
member of the baptist or .Methodist 
church, I don't know which, but he had 
quit the church several years ago and 



waa a oenfirmed ii 



Hia 




anA a atray doUar. 

James Benckhart— Thanks for tiue 
pings. While they are not of the 



Simon Baum— The "debate" you men 
tion was not published in pamphlet form. 
Will see what we can do for you. 

R. MarshaU. M. D.— There U a great 
deal of truth in what you eay and that 
ia one rweon why the path of Free- 
thought adiraeacy ia ao hard. 

A. D. Stoneman— We are glad that you 
like the Blade so well. 

S. K. Wallers— tirateful acknowledge- 

Lillie A. Rogers— .Many thanks for 
your kindly expressions. 

Clai« Smith— You are perfectly right 
in your propositions and the Blade pro- 
poaee to adopt that policy with the first 
of Oetober. 

Letters Fwm Mandt.. 
Growa Shaipei With Age. 
EAu Claire, Wis,- Enoloaed find $2.30 
for two Wilson'a hooka, which I hope 
you wUl send by letum mail, also $1.00 
VM foK nnewal of Blade, aeemingly 
growing aharpar witli age^APT. A. M 
KENlfABD. 

The Path Wold Be Bright. 
Packwood, Iowa, Sept. Ki. I'.mO-My 
yearly pay roll for the Hlade is nearly 
doe, and I will remit you $1.60 as a 
starter on the new price suggested for 
the Blade for one year. Hoping the $1.50 
may be a aucoess and the crooked path 
of the Blade be decorated with thous- 
anda of new $1.00 snbeeribers, I remain— 
E. M. PACKWOOD. 

The Blade And The Rome Book. 
Lyracuse, Nebraska— En«doaed And a 
Poat-Offlce order for $1JJ0 for the Blade 
paid to OMober 1. 1007. I iMsived the 
took. Dr. WUaon'a Trip to Borne. It is 
an excellent book.— G. HBSbl.lSR. 

Lost Confidence in Bryan. 
Center Post, Nebraska— The Rome 
Hook just received today, expect to rend 
it with interest later, us [ always like 
the Doctor's writinfr. , read all of^ljry- 

almost all, he seems to tell what some 
god had done. I k>at eonfldenoe in 
Biyan through his letteta. I would not 
vote for him or Booeevett under any cir- 
cumstancea. You hara my beet wishes, 
and I do think yo« will wta yrt, that is, 
make the Btada a si iisiis H . C. OOR 
DON. 

WMi^ it tM CkM«T 

|ge,iha date on 



ic one hand, and the glories 
in tlie other are sufficient 
for the people. Many clean 
hands respeeUbiUty. easy life and wo- 
men are tho pay ot the priesthood. Free- 
thinkan eaa not meet thoee conditions. 
-ll.M»BimAT.Mi.P. 



Must Hare The Btade 

ucton. Towa "When 



t for the 

ths, I 



Quaquc- 
Blade, orderinj.' it for tl 
had no i.lea 1 would like it as well a» 
I do. The more 1 read it the better 
1 like it. I get as hungry to read it aa 
I <lo to eat a good meal when I get hun- 
gry. You have been very kin . to send it 
the length of time you have for the 
three months is long past. The speech of 
Harriet M .('losz in last wei k s i-^ue 
"The Rigths of Woman." is just fine. 
She is a lover of Bob Ingersol, and sol 
am I. Everything he said of what I have 
had a chance to read was just fine, es- 
pecially his lecture on the liberty to tion 



tell you, it takaa eouiafe to bo aa out- 
spoken Fieethinkor te tUa nsek of tke 

The writer has a hard road to ti 



ostracised by society and near relatives 
to an almost intolerable degree, I repeat 
it is such cases aa mfaw which can aee 
the necessity of organisatkm. I will say 
that my path has been one that sure was 
not very thickly strewn with roaea, and 
thai I have been able to hold my own 
in the face of all these adverse ciroum- 
Htaiices and surrounding can be accounted 
for in this way only. I have adhered to a 
rigid and unflinching honesty all the year 
round in season and out, always contend- 
ing for the right as I saw it. Free- 
thinkers organise by all means, organize. 
,=sl. A. OORKIHEB. 

A Very Sensible Letter 
I'oidiranton, Ohio.— Knclosed find $3.30 
for which please send Dog Fennel in the 
Orient. Dr. Wilaoa's B«me Book 
also extend my aubseriptkm to the Blade 
another year. 

We voice the words of S. D. Kimberly 
when lie sa}s the Blade would have I 
less cause for complaint if subseriptk>ns 
were stopped promptly upon date of 
piration. 

With all honor to our editor, we do not 
consider any periodical e.\actly '•straight " 
in its business affairs, that continues 
to send ito paper after the time pahi for 
has expired. 

Subscription to any paper is a business 
ccjutract. We agree to pay the price of 



in any crowd of aainta o 
neighbors have lost a friend, for he 

was a friend in need. I hojxMl to get 



him. P^ce to his ashes. He died about . 
the first pf May 1900. You may stop his 
paper aa' Us foUci don't nad it.— C. L. 
WESTlibBELAND. 



Wants a 

Oseari L T.— I have mailed t 
little bdok, "Infidelity Against 
gotten 11 



1 the 



e-t. Tlieii I her.' ale a tew congregations 
of Seventii day .Advenlists in the state 
who will help in the fight, because thoir 
own sii|«'rstition in this respect does not 
run parallel to that of other denomi- 
nattona, so they are able to see perfect- 
ly dear on the subject of Sabbath legis- 
lation and are our best allies in this Tight. 
But the main respsonsihillty for defer 



prejiiilices so far as caijilidates for t 
Ix-gislature aiv comvrneil. Carefully i 
vestigate the record and church al 
gianoee of each candidate. Vote for those 
moet likely to withsUnd the threats and 
lachinntions of the horde of preachers 



In s< 



aclici 



ire hell 



been held yet some- 
> nominate the right 

he legislature meets 



I would like for you to reply to it in man. Second, wl 

the Blade, or, if you think it worth an- ne.iLt winter, let us each and everx 

swering/to get Dr. J. B. Wilson to reply get up petitions against Sunday le; 

to it in the Blade and send Wilkinson . ticm of any kind. It -Iocs not m 
a copy, and then publish it in book form i about the wording, ony one can 

and wo wiU scatter them all over this a petitkin. Every locaUty has p 

country.' o1 the b«at people who are agains 

This book is having some effect in this Sunday laws of every kind ami 

country. Whni he s.iid about Thomas trouble will be bad in getting plen 

Paine ond others oii;.'lil to be answiYeil. signers. All it nee.U i- s.ime one t 

and I think some of you old fellows the bal' roUinL'. .\nA 

should answer this book, you might aft- ladies can do very mm li 

get through with it found them to be the b 



*iO:ai giir 

Tallega, Ky •10:32 5:37 

Athol, Ky •10:40 5:45 

Oakdale, Ky •10:4f« '>:r,n 

Elkatawa. Ky •11;0.'» 6:U2 

O. & K. Junction, Ky 'll:!© 6:06 

Ky 'iiiu e>io 



Anival 

a. m. p. m. 

I.exington, K. ntucky 9:8S "6:06 

-Montrose, Kentucky 0:43 •8:50 

Avon, Kentucky 0:34 •6:40 

Wyandotte, Kentucky 0:26 •6:33 

W inchester. Kentucky 0:10 •6:20 

L. & E. June, Kentucky. . . .8:58 •6:30 

Indian Fields, Kentucky ... .8:42 '4:50 

Shawanee. Kentucky 8:30 *4:S7 

Clay CHy, Kentucky 8:85 •4:34 

Stanton, Kentucky 8:16 •4:20 

Rosslyn, Kentucky 8:10 •4:20 

Filson, Kentucky 8:04 ^4:14 

Lombard, Kentucky 7:50 '4:00 

Dundee, Kentucky 7:M ^4:03 

Campton June.. Kentaek7...7iM ttSI 
Natural Bridge, Kentadcy ..7>45 



neattVNille .let.. Kent.c, 
St. Helens. Kentucky . . . 
Tallega, Kentucky . ; . . . 

Athol. Kentucky 

Oakdale, Kentucky 

Elkatawa, Kentucky . . . 
O. ft K. Jet., Kentucky . 

Jaekaon, Kentucky 

Trains run daily. 



..0:33 •2:45 

..6:20 ^2:34 

..8:15 •8>aO 

..«:10 •tits 



the 



CONNECTIONS. 
L. ft E. JUNCTION. 

Trains Nos. I, 2, 3, w^I make conneo* 
tion with the C. & 0. Railwny for Mt. 
Sterling. 

CAMPTON JUNCTIOM 
Trains Xob. 1, 2, and S, so—set witk 
the Mountain Central Bailway for Ptao 
Ridge and Campton. 

BBATIXVIUB. 
Trafaw Nos. S, 8, and 4. w am H wWk 
the L. ft A. Railway for BeattyviUe. 

0. K. JUNCTION. 



NOTE REDUCTION*. 
Hampden: 18 size. "SpwUI 
Way." 23 Jls., $26.00; "Now tL-Wtf," 
23 Jls.. f24: Deuber Watch Co., UfiL, 
»17; same 17 Jls.. $14. 

Elgin: "Veritas." I« Jlo.. Mt 
"Father Time," 21 Jls |2SJ0; W. 
Raymond," 19 Jla., ISO; "B. W. BMf- 



you jknd Wilson get 
id it to liemsbnig m 
' to.i». Please look a 



( and get him to 
c after this book and 

I'hell.-N. I?.-r:RAYSO«f. - - 



ing up petitii 
humanitarian subjecti 



for Fr. 



houglit 
While they 



I have ' mond," 17 Jls., $18.60. 
i_ fii, Waltham: "Vanguard," 23 jls., flO; 
• Creecent Street," 21 Jls., $22.60; "Ap- 
pleton, Tracey & Co.., Premier," 17 
Jls., $18.60; same, not "Premier," $16. 
The above gnaraateod to pom R.- 



WARNING TO THE 
PEOPUOFIOWA 

Soma Partiiit Okw r r aU o n i on the 



t thia way. Wkmi 

s pile ta the petUkms agalnat Sanday 

iws both' to the house and senate from 




all I 



Ihc daily pap^-rs ot w utenlay brought 
uii the reports ot the Ues Moincd Metho- 
dist Cunferanoe juat held. In it we find 



opportunity escape to gi\e it a lilaok eye. 

None of these laws are ever repealed 
if they are once enacted. How would 
you like the idea of your children an l 
grandchildren being hawked up and fined 
every time they show their heads out of 
doors on Sunday, except to go to church. 



I the publishers agree to senil it 
for that length of time. When 
le has e.\pired,b oth parties are 

II any obligation to each other, 
ncrally supposed back suhscrip,- 
I be collected by Uw, but such 



ily wish I is not the case as any good lawyer will 

was able to buy all his works. Could tell us. We are very sorry to knew 

you tell me just about what the cost there are so many delinquents and hope 

would be for all of them. Enclosed find ..uch subscribers will come promptly 

P. O. Order for $1.00 to add on my sub ,,, ,|ic fn.nt and p.iy up or else have 

scription. Please send me a list of the ,i|,.ir „,„,i,.s tak. ii otf the mailing list. 



different publications on Freethought, 
etc., that you may have, also a few dif- 
ferent copies of them that you may not 
want and would ijptigate them to the 
wast baske, I am ever yours to help in 
the Kood cause.— A. D. STONEMAN. 

Long Live The Blade 
Winterest. Iowa— Blue Crass Hlade - 
Inclosed please find $1.00 for Itlade from 
March 06, to March 07. Pardon d. lay 
as circumstances which I could not help 
preveolod sending aame sooner. Please 
do not Bt<qp the Blade. I wUl try and re- 
new before the time expires, fur in the 
Blade I find much of interest and ho\ye 



embracing iwly a fractions of the state, 
has untaxed church property to the value 
of o^er two million doUars. But the 
^'i iitlcmen of the ctoth are not satisfled 
with this ever- growing unjustice and 
iniquity. O, no, not they! They want to 
dictate our laws also. Listen to some of 
their resolutions. 

'-We reoommend it as our deliberate 
Judgment that the use of the Sabbath 
day under any pretext whatever, for fin- 
ancial gain. by any organization, assem- 



ippr. 



LBXnrOTOIf It BASTBBR 



Lexington, Ky 

Montrose. Ky 

A^on. Ky 

Wyandotte, Ky. . 
Winchester, Ky. . . 
L. & E. Jet. Ky. . . . 
Indian Fields, Ky. . 
Shawanee, Ky. ... 
( lay City. 



. Ky. 



The lilade advocates too good a cause to ; See how well that covers ev 
be thus neglected. Aside from this but the preaciter. Ue will be 
never stop idea, it grows better with course and for "financial gain." i 
every issue. Long may it live and long listeii to them further: 

live its efficient editor.^-CLARE SMITH. "We commend the action of the Des Campt( 

Moines ministerial union in endeavoring 

to secure tlie passage of a bill through 



lott," - 

Justed, niekol. It: oame. gilt, |7: 

Hampden, nickel $8.00; same, noi aa- 
justed $7 Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, IE jls., $6. Elgin or Wal- 
tham nickel, non-catchable hair spring 
7 jls., $5: Hampden 7 Jls.. gWt $4.60; 
•Standard" or "Century," 7 Jls., $S. 

Al the above in 2, 3 or 4-ounce sll- 
verine case, prepaid. In silver, or gold 
tilled, screw case, accompsinled by 
manufacturer's and my guaranteo tor 
20 years, $3, or In hunting case, $• 
more. In 25 year screw case, $6, or ia 
buatlng case $8.60 more than In all- 
verine case. Id solid gold caao^ 111 
to $50 more. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES. 

Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or 
Hampden, 20-year gold filled, latest 
style, artistic hand-chased, 7 Jls., $9; 
• 15 jls.. $11; 16 Jls.. adj., $15; small (• . 
. size 7 Jls.. $11.60; 16 Jls.. $16; 10 Jla., 
*7-3S 2 - "Riverside," extra flno, |24. 

J In 25 year case, $1 more. In 14-k aoUd 
• I gold case. $10 to $60 more. Lattw 

..'7:53 2:.'iO'with diamonds, all la pluak box, pfW' 
..'8:00 2:i7lpald, with guarantee. , 
•A -12 "t in' Send for prtcee of Watches not Ufe^ 
".a o4 Jewelry. Rings, Silver and Plat«d 

■ Ware, Optical Goods and My Traot, 

..♦8:42 3:40 'Theism In the Crucibl e," fr oe. 
..•8:58 3:53 . OTTO WBTT8TBINj_ 

..••xOO 4:00 
..••:<» 4:10 
..•9:18 4:20|" 
.•9:20 



La Oranga, Oook 0», IB. 
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JOB PRINTING 



Sends Three Renewals. 



1. Wells. Tcv 



-1 'I 



I P. O. I 



prohibiting Sunday 



J Siiiulay theaters, 
ill, reduce Sunday 
and restore to tke 
Sabbath of quietnose, leat-avd 



There w. 
fed gentlcn 



ing list I. one to my address .Vlolic WVlls, 
and one to Jim Schoflehl, Adobe Wells. 
Texas, I am renewing without their 
knowledgt, aad If they have ateeady re- 
newed, place to my credit. I like the 
Blade under your 
you will Ik- able to ccmtinuc. I am now Lil^-rals will maki 
reading the i>oiiic book by Wils.m and Send me Dr. Wilson's 
find it very interesting reading, hope \\ ATTF.US. 
ill read it. I think it will be 

But it's the World's Way law that is a .lis-racc to a civ ili/.i 

San Antonia. Texas— Knclosed find pie ,lmt in addition as above int 
two dollars and please let me know how . the forces of reaction had a sti 
I and the Blade stand. Not long ago measure aga&st Sunday 
I read an account where one of the read- 1 and baao baU pasaed by the 
ers of the Blade says "as long as Mr. as the measure was on its wa; 
Moore was dead vou should discimtinue bouse, such an uproar was raisei 



great revelation to others as well as 
myself while I think the church is a 
help to many others It is a hinderance 
for soma belfsve o««7thfaig that the 
preacher says whfla others listen and 
then scratch for the truth of the matter. 
Long live the Blade .-T.ILLTK A. R(10- 



have it; the sleek and well 

?n of the cloth simply want 
bound and gagged, fur pur- 
poses of plunder for themselves, one day 
out of seven. We now have a Sunday 
law that is a .lisMracc to a civilized peo- 



ite, t 



Dundee Ky 

Jet. Ky. ... 
Natural Bridge, Ky. . 

Glencaim Ky 

Torrent. Ky 

Fbicastle, Ky 

BeattyviUe, Jot.. Ky. . 



1):31 



....•9:35 
....•9:40 
....•»!43 4:48 
....•»:63 4:.i7 
...•10:06 6:10 
,..•10)14 . S:18 



We have a eomplete Job De- 
partment and are prepared to do 
flret-class work at roaaonaWa 
pricea. Sand ue your noxl 
der. Satlefactlon j " 



BLUEjiRASS^BLADE 



Some Missing Blade Features. 
I^ndis, N. C— You will find inclosed 
express money order for one dollar, for 
which please shove the date on my tab 
one year forward, and continue sending 
the Good Old Blade, wUA we think is 
splendid, thought I will say that tke fea- 
ture of tke Blade moat mfaMed sfam the 



the more reason why he ought to do :<, n.itc coiulii.lc^ 
more for you and for Mr. Mixire to keep to withdraw th 
the name alive, especially when you try time the forces 
to make even a better paper. As re. 
'ghTia th advance- of the paper. I, for 
myseU, to willingly pay the advance, as 
there are many papers published not as 
good for the advancement of tke public 
welfare, and cost more. If not aakfaig to 



CREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

QOD. AATAN AND HOLY QHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONt OF 
FICTION. HKAVIN AND HELL ARK ONLY MYTH*. CON- 
MIOIM Lira M tXTINaUIEHEO AT DEATH. 

The Church of Humanity toacbes these groat dtacoverlea tbrougk Ita 

organ, "The Truth About Qcd," which It publishes monthly, and Ita sehool, 
• The Central Kansaa Buslnesp College," which teaches Stenography, Typo- 
writing. Itnokkceplog. Commercial Arithmetic, Penmansblp, and Spellinec, 
and - The Truth About God" Id a general course of study giver by tko titm 
porary International Instructor for the chi rch. 

The Church has 100 LIPB MEMBEK8 It wi:Ata MO MOM !• iMMiV 
organize and Incorporate. The first thousand mombera wVI k* tta iMBiMi 
and organizers of the CHURCH OF HU.MANITY. 



up another bill of the siime gc 
acter and had it inttroduce<l ii 
where it paased at onoe, the representa- 



>g like a k>t of sksep k. ekarge WHtO> W. H. KjW « ^|at ■wwiwg^^ 
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Editorial 

(Continued from page one.) 



the other. In other words, the miraculooa concep- 
tion must fall to the ground or the prophecy as 
to the dflteaut of imoM is void and of no effect. 
That imm ihould b« b<nn without a father is really 
no «T»if molc. it would have been a miracle had he | 
b««i b«m without a mother. Give age to such 
airadMi tall the people that they liappened, in a 
far distant age and in a far distant laud, and the 
credulous may be half-way inclined to accept them. 
Bring them right to their own door and they will 
be inclined to remark that seeing is believing. 
Miracoloaa conceptions, it has been well remark- 1 
ed, are things people jouy beUere in until they hap- , 
pen in their own family. j 

To return to the descent of Christ it will be ob- • 
served that in order to constitute him the JMessiah, j 
the promised, it was uecessury Ibat he shoula be' 
of the house and liiuagu of Da\ul. hi au cdort 
to establish this claim, .Matthew and Luke both 
uiidLTlake to give the tables of descent, and it is 
too \\\ 1 knowu tu give eomiiieut here, that both 
are incompatible with history and with each other. 
The pre:iJiers undertake to explain these discrep- 
•uiaies by declarltg that one table eartiaa the gen- 
ealogical tree back to David and the other to Ab- 
rahask Another answer is found in the assertion 
thfit a discrepancy like the one under consideration 
does not count against the Jlessiahship of Jesus 
because one is the family tree of Joseph and the 
other of Mary, the reputed father and mother of 
the child. If the sceptic refuses to be silenced with 
these arguments he is then confronted with the 
proposition that "God moves in a myktetioos way 
hia wonders to perform," and as finita uan ia not 
supposed to comprehend the plans of the infinite, 
all argument stops and the preacher has reached 
his full limit of absurdity. 

Matthew says: "And Jacob bc^'at Joseph the 
husband of iMary, of whom was born Jesus, who is 
culled Christ.'' Ch. 1, v. 16. 

Luke says: "And Jesus himself began to be 
about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) 
the son of Joseph, which was the sou of Heli" Ch. 

«,▼.«. , , . 

In eaeh of the ahore only the genealogy of Jo- 
, aeph is given. It waa a custom among the Jews to 
traea baek the pedigree of eaeh individual through 
the male line as woman did not figure much in hu- 
man economy in those days. As both writers at- 
tempt to trace the liiiea^'e tif Jfsus with the house 
of David through Joseph, ins reputed step-father, 
Jesus could not possibly have any relation or con- 
nection of consanguinity with the house of David 
because Joseph was not his father. In neither table 
is there any suggestion that Mary was connected 
with the house of David and as Jesus was the off- 
spring of Mary through the Holy Ghost, the slight- 
est claim to kinship being denied to Joseph, it fol- 
lows that the pedigree is faulty and Jesus, the 
Qallilean, is not entitled to be registered in the 
-tirmraglrimw-TVlEjwiah class. There 'is a ^serious 
hitch in the program which the combined wisdom 
of the priesthood down aU the agaa/haa bean ona- 
Ue to aet straight 

But why the folly of regarding Mary, the alleg- 
ed mother of Jesus, as a virgin, when the same rec- 
ord assures us that she was made the mother of no 
less than seven children. Matthew ch. 13, vs. 55-56, 
reads: "Is not this the carpenter's son? is not 
his mother called ISlary? and his brethren, James 
and Jones, and Simon and Judas? And his sisters, 
are they not all with us." Add to the four broth- 
en above named, Jesus, we have five sons. 
The ez^Msion "aiitm," Ming plural, impUes 
more than one, and not less than two. This would 
give at least seven children in the family. Going 
8 little further we might infer that Jesus Imd more 
than two sisters for it is hardly probable that the 
question, "Are they not ALL with us . " would 
have Inen prdpounded had there been but two. 
The term ALL would suggest a larger number of 
sisters so that. Mary must have had a rather prodi- 
gioua family for a virgin. 

•OTa need not wonder or be surprised that Mary 
should be with child prior to her coverture with 
Joseph. It is not the only instance of the kind that 
has happened in the history of this wicked, old 
world, and moral virtue was even less pronounced 
in those days than at the present. It might have 
been an easy matter to pacify a man's domestic 
conscience in that period upon finding that some- 
thing serious had happened in his family, but you 
could not convince a man of this age through the 
MM^fam of a bad dream. Is it not a fortunate cir- 
» for the entire Christian theological sys- 
t Joseph dreamed that dreamt Suppose 
. i. dtdnt have the dream. Wouldn't the cler- 
gy hafe been in a devil of a fixt 

NEOSOBIAVOT IN POLITIOS. 

Hamlet, the Prince of Denmark, according to 
Shakesperian authority, was accused to possessing 
a inethod in his peculiar madness, and if current 
reports be true, Nicholas, Czar of all the Russians, 
is given a substantial cause for the errant madness 
that u in him. 

Time waa when men went to propheU for physi- 
cal relief. Even Balaam had an exceedingly high 
value set on the curses he was to deliver and every 
preacher from his day down to the present, extend 
curses wherever they are unable to secure control. 
Religion, in every form, has ever been a prolilie 
source of curses. Some of the curses come directly 
and some indirectly. Some are personal and vio- 
lent, others are inherent and manifest themselves 
in divers ways. The accredited rapirasentatives 
of religion, Christian or otherwise, especially the 
Christian, are wont to inflict mankind vrith the 
direst and most malignant of curses where a blind 
submission to their authority is refused. Religion 
Itself, especially the Christian variety, has cursed 
and blighted every nation or people upon which it j 
' h any degree of ^vwv. 11iapriest.i 



hood, Catholic and Protestant, curae, with hell and 
damnation all who refuse to conform to)xhe re- 
quirements of their debasing creeds, and the people 
of one sect actually curse the other for believing 
in a slightly ditVerent Horm than they dn. The 
clergy, even in these days, arc every read^ to curse i 
for cash. The industry has been patiently built up 
from very humble baginninga until it .has devel- 
oped into a magniltoent b uatoe aa of immense pro- 
portions. 

Now comes the startling information that Bm^ 
peror Nicholas has allowed himself to be influ- 
enced and his governmental policies shaped by a 

number of professing spirit mediums, seers, clair- 
voyants, sooth-sayers, and other fakirs, \\\\) luiv 
conspired to bring home to ruin and possibb dealli 
by violence, as well as turning his mind against 
the best interests of the great body of the Kussiun 
people. Whatever his ultimate fate may be llie 
world will say, "It served him right" and the accu- 
sation comes in good place for his having fooled j 
with such fakirs. But what of the Russian people t 
They cannot help themselves. It is either submit | 
to a condition of allairs that is intolerable or grasp 
the sword, the bomli, and the knife, and wresi what 
liberty they can by violent force and revolution. 
The curses of the fakirs that are said to hang about 
the Russian court are calculated to kill the body, 
while the curses of the priesthood are not expected 
to do more than kill the souL 

These rumors, or reports, may be true and they 
may be falae. Thagr may be but the extravagant 
claims of ihat fraternity which pretends to unravel 
the future and unlock the past Still, similar 
claims have been made in re|^ to Abraham Lin- 
coln and the civil war into which the nation was 
plunged by reason of abolition movement, and oth- 
er great lights in the history of the republic are 
said to have been similarly aft'ected. 

When one realises that such instruments have 
been the means of separating individual families, 
taking husbands from wife and vice-versa, that 
every conceivable fraud and sham have been per- 
petrated in such guises, they are inclined to let this 
particular field of mysticism alone. Instead Oi tak- 
ing spirit mediums into his cuulidence and ueting 
upon their mischievous advice, the limperor Nich- 
olas should put himself in closer communion with 
his people, confide in them, discuss with theiii ihe 
policies that are considered best for the empire, and 
bloodshed will be avoided, the people will secure 
a better gOTCmmant and Nicholas keep bis health. 
To monkey with spirits, distilled or otherwise, is a 
dangerous proceeding. Both are calculated to make 
a man see strange things. ,Meiiiumistic advisers 
have evidently given the Czar an aptitude for doing 
strange things and gave him a sort of mental and 
moral delirium tremens. 

Back of all religion, developed or undeveloped, 
organized or unorganized, lies the craze for that 
which is mysterious, popularly denominated as 
superstition. From ancient times when mystic 
rites and ceremonies brought into existence the 
Druids and other orders, from the days of fetich 



REVIEWS A TRIP 

TO ROME 



WALTSR BUST 

To get mway from the ordinary; to be 
individual, original— that is the diffioolt 
thing In literature as in living. 

Few attempt it, unfortunately; fewer 
stiU ■uaaead-«ad thia ia oalamitous. 

Yet thia li Whrt Dr. J. B. Wilson has 
soeoapUdMd te kli delightful hook, "A 
Trip to Rome." He gives us that rare 
iliin^, n liook of travel that is informal, 
uri.cinvitit ional, therefore interesting. 
Il<' soirn^ precedent, diiiregards rules, 
m l I law unto himself, oonsequently 
iL, ,U<iu- something worth while. He 
I. I II nxich of htaneU Into the writ 



It is the gnwtcH of aO guide-books. 
Should yon go to Eurapa, aad would 
rnmble without routine, take it with you. 
W iUnn will lead you away from the 

;r:ivi'l('<l friiek. through many strange 
lywav:'. and into unexpected places, 
ahiTc lie will show you quaint thinffs 
withinit nnn.lH-r. 

Ilcio Is .1 man who wont iiliroad and 
actually saw things. Not much that 
came in his way, I opine, especial his 
observation. And all thia he presents 
to your miad'a viaioa ia yhrtd panorama, 
swift as things sem fiom a ear window 
m a rapidly moving trate. 

It is a rare litwuy. potpoarri— this 
iiook— a most extraordinary mingling 
of delightful description, charming wit, 
nnnrato olisrrvaUoii. suti^fyinp philo; 
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worship t4f 

in solemn a^ve at the mysticism wrought whereas 
had they but delved behind the scenes they would 
have discovered the frauds, the lakes, that had 
been practiced upon them. This failure, or refusal, 
to investigate, is the one dominating cause for the 
power exercised by religious bodies in every civil- 
zed land to-day. Once the calcine light of investi- 
gation is turned on in the darkened seance all mys- 
tery disappears and the mystic is explained. So 
when the goils and ghosts of religion are critcaUy 
examined they are found to be merest fictions of 
the mental babyhood of the race. 

There is one suggestion the Blade desires to offer 
in regard to the alleged control and infiuence of the 
Czar by spirit mediums. If they are responsible 
for the Czar's conduct in dissolving the Douma 
and attempting to thwart the popular will ; if they 
are responsible for his numerous acts of petty and 
tyrannical intolerance, then they should be en- 
eouraged to eontinue for a season in the hope that 
while acting upon their advice the Czar will ulti- 
mately reach the limit and the light of freedom 
will dawn in the blood red glare of revolution. It 
seems impossible for Kussian freedom to come in 
any other way. Then what will happen f The spir- 
itists will say "I told you so" and "we did it" 
Having wrought the ruin they will try to claim the 
credit for the liberty that will follow, if these 
mediums and elairvoyauts control the mind of the 
Czar, as alleged, and if tliry ;ire Iriends of humani- 
ty, as claimed, they could indin'e this religion- 
craved monarch to grant the full measure of liberty 
to his people and without the shedding of blood. 

Sooner or later the people will learn that tiie 
proof of the pudding lies not in the cutting of the 
string. 

The very fact that Adam was unwilling to father 
his wife's fault, proved him unworthy of her, and 
the bad e.x;iniple he set is too often lulloued by 
many of his sons, who attribute all their trials and 
tribulations to the patient wives, whose watchful 
care has kept some of them out of the penitentiary. 
The man who possesses the love of a good woman, 
carries Paradise with him wherever he goes. 



quent appreciati 
pn>sBions, and just the right proportion 
of poetry. With iu lemarkabla raagt 
of topie and variety of traatmort, thia 
book eoostitntes a library. 

Were I ever to go abroad, I would 
wish to be accompanied by Dr. Wilson— 
(o see things through his eyes, to have 
the Wni'flt of his keon observation and 
.■.|ual!y k.M.ii nppri'oint inn. Next to that 
privili L'c is Ow tuif .if reading his book 
and liaviiij.r it all n vcali'd liy the magic 
nhloh his necromantic fancy has trans- 
mitted to his pen. 

The account of the proceedings of the 
h'reethought Congress in Rome, which is 
I ho o( OflHion for the book, is quite the 
host that has been given and amounts to 
history, 



perhaps the author's uiost ambitious me- 
trical composition, and the march of its 
sUtely mttmn U like the rhythm of a 
minuet. TheM Ss a priik and dignity 
about it t hat U ^|et>s h i Inapfaig with 
cflbis imperial 



years to bring light and knowledge to 
humanity. In the nioantimc, to come 
into the blessed knowkdKe of higher 
Spiritualism. We want to count such as 
you one of us. With a God bless you, 
and aagels guide you, and speed your 
good work, I am your great admirer. 

MRS. C. H. MATHEWS. 
ComoMit:— I ssalMM to a soft spot ia 
my heart for SpiritnaHsta. They an 
among our beat liberals. I have yet 
to hear one of them speak ill 6t an Ag- 
nostic or Athicst, no matter how much 
they are ridiculed or abused by the same. 
Tliey are as liberal In the support of 
our cause, as their own, for they recog- 
nize in its progress and Freethoug^t. For 
all I know. Spiritualists may be on the 
right track. Any how I give them 
credit for trying to dismoMtrata their 

belief. 

Although the spirits wont eome and 
prove them selves to me, still I can't say 
there are no sudh thing as spirits. I 
don't know what I don't know anything 
about. There ara a million mysteries, 
stranger than Spiritualism, whicb arc 
yet to be solved. J. B. W. 

Wants ThOBssad Pages More. 

Timbo, Arkansas. 
Dr. J. B. Wilson, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Well, I have read "A Trip to Rome." 
In my opinion, it excels all books of 
travel. I would give all my possessions, 
and "hit the grit" without a penny or 
of clothes for your education, 
and literary power. 

I have the Fireside Kncyolopedic ol 
Poems Completed by Ooates. Under the 
head of "Historieal Foeirfi." I «ad the 
origin of many ta "A Trip to BosM." I 
Hmmof-AIMp 



A Stunner. 

Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
Dr. J. B. igrbst^ OsBiiuiati, 0»io. 

HaVa bam gi«at|y dalighted aad re- 
freshed ia iMd^ ymrr Bone Vodk. It 
is a stunner aad OuMgk ikoaM see 
that a oopy gam ia «Mh at Us Ubrariea. 

> T. B. XmXLBHABT, M. D. 



ing the bkMd of Christ. They only pre- 
tend to eat it, but the praotiae ahouM 
be furnished by law," and aaothar page, 
"In fact a war must be ooaaiderable low- 
er than a brute (whatever tliat may 
mean),, in order to be a good diidpla of 
this calf -shear prophet. It is to ba hop- 
ed the time is near when Ua aaanihal 
foUowen wiU bo amatsd aa« piaUd«4, 
when they are aaai^ ia tho aet o( pre- 
tending to eat his body and driali Ui 
blood." So Kreethink'ers would institat* 



I'ey, 



liter 



and it Is 



made the more valuable by the unusual 
virtue of being unique. 

It should ba poa t easad not only by 
every Ttietkiaktr, bat by every diaerim- 
inatiag leader. 

WALTER HITRT. 

Intanstiag; rasdaating and Valuable. 

Revere, Mass. 

J. B. WOaoB, 

Dear FMends— I neaivad yoor book 
sometime ago, and I want to tliank yon 

for writing it, and for sending me a 

copy of it. It is interesting from be- 
ginning to end, and where you tell about 
your personal experience, it is fascinat- 
ing to the reader. 

1 soiiietiiiios wonder which is host for 
ilie world, a good doctor, or a good pool. 
Your verses oertainly add to the charm 
of the woric. Tha ahaptars on the Con- 



and of religioOi 

all those who diller with theiuV They 
would bring on us a return of the dark 
ages. On another page Mr. lleald wrote, 
"History proves that the firmer the be- 
lief in the bible, the more brutal have 
been the people." but ho provea hy his 



tioe of partaking of the sacrament, that 

he is as Arm a Udiet or in some of the 
worst parts of it, !is wus ever any Chris- 
shown by a pope of Home, nor a Jewish 
follower of Jehovah than he puts forth 
in those few sentences. Further too, 
he wrote, "The closer a person Uvea 
up to the teachings of Christ, the meaner 
and more dangerous he is." Now, I Imow 
that tha good teaehinga of tha Ohristt to 
be found in the bible, are enough to fill 
nil the columns of one issue of the Blade 
which should be siillioient for all pur- 
poses. Now if the object of Freethinkers 
is to form a party strong enough to 
punish those who differ with them, let us 
know it, for if that is the case, not many 
honest Christians nor Infidels will join 
you, but instead watch both orthodox 



RUNNING 
COMMENTS ON 
THE BLADE 



You say. MoraUty to hurg^ a nattor 
of deHnition, and what is ngsvM as 
...oral in one country may ba tho M^A 
of ininioralitv in another. UotlMT li 
that which is absolutely right Wtthoaft 
comparison, and is always a meaas to 
nn absolutely just end. No doubt man 
can get along without God, for man has 
built societies and nations, (yes and de- 
stroyed tliem too), and measured the 
dtotaaeaa of the atan, but ha Mvar aMde 
one stais m not even tha saaBatt of 
them, but God (the God or ruler within 
matter), made them all. Begin a jour- 



AsWaUas 



(By URIAH SMITH, D. D.) 
I have been reading your editorial of 
September ninth, and I shall not forget 
what you wrote r--'i*i^ '' parties 

oontending over "oarofuUy sookod is- [ 
sues." The same old thing under ai 
new Ubel. It is to be hoped that the 
next time a wreck shall occur ov^ one of 
the Big Four roads, that the occupants 
of the smoking car will be spared and 
that they will remember that they are 
"independent" and will stand 'round with 
their hands in the pocketa of their toil 
stained garments and allow the pluto- 
crats to etricate themselves from their 



inong 1 



, for 



iiillio; 



of years, and with 
the velosity of light, still meeting with 
stars, suns, worlds, forever worlds, an' 
still we are in the midst of this gref 
body of God, that man ean get alo' 
without The God (spirit within, wh^ 
made them all), I eanaot think o 
universe as possessed of a great o 
since a center must of necessity i 
a circumference and a circumferenr 
plies n limit. And Mr. Hughes n 
of the mat;er is that the poet ^ 





who wrote fvwaniwSta- 

pendous wUka, whM* tts^Mltldo K 

and Ood th/Soul.'» ' 



posil 



lid . 



thinkers, but it is all written in a de- 

li(;htful vein, and contains rare observa- 

\lv wife has road every word of it, 
and she wonders how you ever got out of 
the Parisian labyrinth in which you 
were lost. 

Accept my congratulations on your 
achievement, and my hearty thanks for 
the pteaaoM U has ghrwi to me. 
always 



of the fficials of the company bo on 
board. Still in respect for the builders 
Of waahll, the railroad companies should 
fomiah Ha workmen when their numbers 
Sn fifteen or more," with special cars, 
that their pride may not be hurt by their 
being obliged to travel with those whose 
apparel is immaculate. You tell us that 
"the Ood worshipfiers protrates him- 
s<lf in Ihe dust hofi ro nn idol which he 
o.ui oiilv pioturo in tlio image of himself ," 
and ' it is not uo(os:-.iry for a man to 
have or profess to have religion in order 
to be good, while the God of any people, 
taoe or aatioa, moat of aseeaaity be a re- 
flection of thoMelvea. Maaliiation of 
their own Tbtaaa and vkaa, or in other 
worda, a w«ls mirror ill afefc^ Nareto- 
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With It 
New Philadelphia, Ohio. 
Dr. J. B. Wilson, 

I have just finished your inestimable 
book, and to say tliat I am delighted 
with it, is entirely too Ume an expres- 
sion. It ought to have an immense sale, 
and give you a handsome royalty, I aliall 
try to sell a few copies here. In ease 
another editinn is piihlisti. d soe to it 



Lord 



Preachen of to-day dedine to i^e 

without a salary attachment stipulated 

contract. It is hinted that the next si'ssimi of f 'on- 
press may a[)[ioiiit a brai-i- of in'W cliiiiiLiiiis to in- 
sult the .Miiii-l.ly with i-rruiiftoiy pnixtT. at the 
rate of five dollars per minute. Now watch the 
sanctified tinieservers make a wild nuh to the Cap- 
ital city iu big bunches that woold be on setiuU 
disgrace to a railroad lobby. 

• • • • • 

According to modem theology this old world ia 
threatened vrith a roving devil who is constantly 
seeking for new Jobi to afflict with sores and fool- 
ish friends. Quite a onrioua creature is this ortho- 
dox devil who affrighta the fearful souls of the 
profeaaional evangdista. They tell us that he vol- 
nntarily q>enda mock ol hit time in hell when he 
ooold iiut M weU tpond it aU in Neir Tcnk. 



led. 



would ha tha "Hope which springs eternal 
hi tha haman breast," that you may 
•VOlBia iBto a knowledge of "The Fu- 
taM Ufa.' 

Toura truly, 
CBAXLIB H. lUTHEWS. 



r Dr.^ 



My hushaad has nad to bm yon* 
book, "A Trip to BoBta.* Woria in hi- 
adequate to azprsis my high opfadoa 
of it. May yov Ufa to ipand amy 



And ayain. 'if as Pope declared, the j 
pnipor -ludy ol n.aiikiii.l ia man, then 
(ho worship that iiiau has to bestow 
should be bestowed upon man." 

I find by consulting W«bat«r. that part 
of the definiUoa of the word religion, U 
"Any system of faith and worship." To 
me might worship devila aad eall it rail- 
fjion. But that is not all of tha daflai- 
tion. Now, I should Uha to aak, why 
Freethinkers condemn Chriatiana for 
their worship of their jesuaes and at 
the same time ask US to worship modem 
men? Y'our complaint against one jesus 
is, that he said, "If any man eome to me 
tad hate not hto father aad Mttor. ato," 
and yet, you FreetUnken toH av to us 
for an example and ask us to vrorship 
Hohort InsriTsoll. of whom the late C. C. 
M.ioro w-rolo, that h,- o,.ndenmod the use j 
,.f alchnhol in i.iie aitiolo, and in another' 
gave the greatest eulogy on drinking 
that was ever known. < 

Now editor Hughes, I wish that you , 
would publish that article of Ingersoll's 
in which he advocated the use of strong 
drink, if he wrote it, and satisfy the 
minds of many readers. You aay, "The 
Christian heirarchy in America ia a con 
spiracy against liberty and the enemy of 
reason. It wouJd suppress pen and seal 
the lips of those who dare to oppose it, 
provided it had the power." In Higher 
noisnm for Jaaa, its editor wrote, the 
last iwaaat si cannibalism praetioed in 
civlltoad senatffai is the Christian pra«- 
tlca of catiH «• dead body aa« dxiak- 
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to Try 



ft traverses a territory fidi in 
ondeveloped reaourees; a territory 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, hort^ulture, Hock rais- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not least. It is 

The Scenic Route 
VorTourlete. 

The Frisco System now oflerathc 
traveling public ezocUent service and 
fast time- 
Between St. Louis and Kanaas 
Qty sod points in Missouri, Kaasas, 
ArfcaaaM, OitlaliOflM, ladlan Terri- 
tory, Texas and me Soottiwaat 

Between Kaoeaa Otr and poims 
in Teaneasee, Alabsma, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham aad Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arfcansaa, 
OlOahoflu, Indian Terrttwy, Teiae 



FuUii 

Ntoe cheerfully fmlabed open appll* 
eatiea le aay l ej w ee Btadv e of tta 
Cempeay, erte 



OBJECTS « 
The Complete Separation ol 
Qiurch and State. 

BT WlUai WE DEMAND 
L Th* Taxation ot Church Prapertj. 
a The sbrc»atlon of all Uwi tavoriar tha ob- 

ianraooo ot Sunday a* a bol/Hlar. 
fc Tha ccaaatioo of approprUtlnf puMlo iusds 
tor sictarian purpose*-- lor cbaplaina In our 
• miy, n.yy, legufatutea, and oilier State In- 

1 The abrogation of the )uJlcial oath In th» 
■ courts aad hi ii,;iuifuriil i.ir.'nwnio.i, aiiJ oil 

re! i/i.m/°LtW^\X'' ' d' Jaj/'of tb^^ 
and yitaa. J*- 
». That no diplomatic relations be ssts bl lA a d 
with the h.aj or olHcUl authoritr ot mj 
charch or r.'llKlon, nor tliat tlie God or Ssvlsr 
of any reliirion U- in. .irporated Into tha OoO- 

eta 1 of 'tha Amendmeuls to the Conititutlaa. 




